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VAWA Formula Grant Program
 Purpose of VAWA
The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) funding is federally administered by the U.S. Department of 
Justice Office of Justice Programs’ Violence Against Women Office. 

The program was designed to assist states with combating violent crimes against women through 
developing, enlarging, or strengthening services to underserved victim populations of domestic violence 
and sexual assault.
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Program Design 
This funding opportunity will support the expansion of culturally 
specific victim services for those who have experienced sexual assault 
or domestic violence. 

Additionally, this funding opportunity will support the efforts to raise 
public awareness of victim services for culturally specific programs. 
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Program Requirements

The VAWA Culturally Specific Program supports nonprofit organizations 
that serve culturally specific communities and have experience in 
providing sexual assault or domestic violence services.
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Eligible Applicants 

Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations whose primary 
mission is to provide victim services to culturally specific victim groups. 

Experienced in providing sexual assault or domestic violence services.

An entity may not apply for a grant until the entity has registered and 
pre-qualified through the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act 
(GATA) Grantee Portal, www.grants.illinois.gov/portal. Registration and 
pre-qualification are required each state fiscal year  
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Goals, Objectives, & Performance Metrics

Funded programs will be required to submit quarterly progress and 
financial reports based on the objectives applicant agencies propose 
in their response to this solicitation. 
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Funding Information
• Grant awards resulting from this opportunity will have a period of 

performance of October 1, 2023, to September 30, 2024, 12 
months. Additional funding of up to 24 months total may be 
awarded after the initial funding period, contingent upon 
satisfactory performance and availability of funds. Total funding for 
the grant program will not exceed 36 months.

• A total of $300,000 in funding is available through this solicitation. 
Applicants may request a minimum of $75,000 and a maximum of 
$100,000 in grant funding. 
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Application and Submission Information
To be considered for funding, applications must be completed and 
submitted via AmpliFund by the application deadline of :

5:00 p.m. (CST)., June 30, 2023
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Questions and Answers
Questions may be submitted via email at:

CJA.CS2023@illinois.gov

All substantive questions and responses will be posted on 
the ICJIA website at https://gata.icjia.cloud/ . 

• The Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) will be updated 
every Friday.

• The deadline for submitted questions is 5:00 p.m. on June 
22, 2023. 
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AmpliFund Submission…
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AmpliFund
• Applying Organization must register in the Illinois Grant Accountability and Transparency 

Act (GATA) Grantee Portal: https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/. 
• Applying Organizations must identify an individual who will submit the application via 

AmpliFund, this person will serve as the Primary Contact for this application. However, 
more than one individual can have access to and complete components of the 
application via AmpliFund. 

• To complete and submit the application in AmpliFund, go to: 
https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/1a1cf131-2f7d-4b61-bc67-
ecc22f8c350a
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AmpliFund Registration
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Application
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Apply at: https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/1a1cf131-2f7d-4b61-
bc67-ecc22f8c350a
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Person-
centered 
Language

• Applicants are expected to use person-
centered language (PCL), using references to 
“people,” “individuals,” “clients,” and 
“participants,” versus “offenders” or 
“felons.” PCL reduces stigmatization that is 
counter to rehabilitation and reintegration 
goals. 

6/6/2023 | Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority | 4



Opportunity
Details
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Application 
Forms (7)
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Program
Narrative

These forms will be completed in AmpliFund under 
“Application Forms.” Please answer all questions and 
the individual parts of a question.

Please refer to “Program Requirements” and prompts 
before each question or sets of questions when 
completing your response.

Please use “Evaluation & Scoring” as a guide when 
completing your response.

Program Narrative should convey: Need for program, 
current efforts, and understanding and 
implementation of required program components.



Reminder: Save Often

The AmpliFund system times out after 20 
minutes of inactivity. 

Clicking “Save and Continue” is encouraged as 
you complete the  information in AmpliFund. 



Summary of 
Program 

6/6/2023 | Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority | 9



Goals & 
Performance 
Metrics
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Use Split-Screen



Budget & Budget 
Narrative

Read and check Budget Acknowledgement on this form. Then 
click to Budget and complete the Category - line item and 
narrative. Remember to Mark as Complete on each page.
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Submission Verification
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Application Due Date: June 30, 2023

All required application materials must be 
submitted via AMPLIFUND by 5:00 p.m. on 

June 30, 2023, to be considered for funding. 

Proposals will NOT be accepted by mail, fax, or in-
person. Incomplete applications or those sent to 

another email address will not be reviewed. 

Late submissions will NOT be reviewed.

https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/1a1cf131-2f7d-4b61-bc67-ecc22f8c350a


Resources

Applicant Technical Assistance Recording. Applicants are advised to view the following technical 
assistance recordings prior to application submission. 

NOFO programmatic requirements
• Register in the GATA Grantee Portal
• Creating a GATA Grantee User Account

• Register in AmpliFund
• Complete the application in AmpliFund
• Getting to know GATA and the GATA Grantee Portal

• Learn about the Online Self-paced Grant Course: YOUR RECIPE FOR GRANT SUCCESS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVkhXUosgh8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JuHcEb4ayk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yWlyoqmzxQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k46JlDcoLCE
https://icjia.illinois.gov/grants/technical-assistance/


Questions regarding this NOFO may be 
submitted to CJA.CS2023@Illinois.gov through 
5:00 p.m., June 22, 2023. 

Questions and responses will be posted on 
ICJIA Site and AmpliFund page

Contact Information
Shatuan Hailey
VOCA Program Manager
CJA.CS2023@Illinois.gov
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